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immense debt to nonconformity. The fund of unselfish idealism,
which sustained the early I.L.P., came mostly from this source;
and the methods whereby its branches were run and financed
were borrowed directly by its members from their experience in
religious organizations. Broadly it was due to nonconformity that
socialism in England never acquired the anti-religious bias pre-
vailing on the Continent. The church of England rendered no
comparable service, for the self-helping sections of the working
class were a social stratum over which it had never obtained
much hold. Yet there was a socialistic school among its younger
clergy, especially among the ritualists. They found their outlet
mainly in slum mission work, where in dealing with classes
below the self-helping level they were on the whole more success-
ful than the nonconformists.
Outside these slum parishes, in which the pick of the young
clergy graduated as curates, anglicanism began now to fed the
effects of a declining recruitment. The number of ordinands
continued to fall year by year, and the shrinkage of ability was
perceptible. On the countryside the great race of parish clergy,
as they dropped out one by one, too seldom found successors of
the same calibre. Similarly on the bench of bishops, though a
few very able additions were made to it at this time, the losses
outweighed the gains. The church's higher statesmanship was
much preoccupied with political questions—with the position
of the church schools, with the unsolved problem of ecclesiastical
discipline, and with the disestablishment of the church in Wales.
None of these problems were very wisely handled. That of
church discipline, which the rapid spread of ritualism rendered
more and more controversial, was remitted by the Balfour
government of 1904 to a royal commission presided over by Lord
St. Aldwyn. Largely through the ability and influence of that
eminent layman, the commission made in 1906 a unanimous
report. It proposed the repeal of Disraeli's Public Worship
Regulation Act and the reform of the ecclesiastical courts on
lines already recommended by another royal commission. But
its main propositions were two: that the law of the church as
enacted by parliament in the rubric ought to be suitably revised
by the convocations, and that when revised it should be firmly
enforced, the bishops meanwhile being given further powers to
enforce it. In accordance with this, letters of business were
promptly issued to the convocations to take up the task; and had
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